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IN THREE SHORT MONTHS, t'lfln!]

four-year-old Marshall Bruce Mathers Il

| everything [ had,” he says in his slow-roll drawl, which is a bit

has gone from white trash to white het.

The Michigan rapper, who calls himself Eminem — and whose |
debut, The Slim Shady LP, sold 480,000 copies in its first two f
| gigs tonight, and the first one starts in less than an hour. The

weeks — was a $5.50-an-hour cook in a Detroit grill before his ob-

scenity-strewn, gleefully violent, spastic, hilarious and dement- |

ed rhymes landed him in the studia with rap honcho Dr. Dre.
The Hut-'l‘.'y:d MC iz -c]-:al:ing with the instant fame and si-

multanesus criticism well Ennugh = much better, actually, than |

he is dealing with the fifth of Bacardi he downed an hour ago.

S

o

- o e il i rs e ey EPR

l'-:h': a thﬂl:.r Fnda;r mght in New ‘r"nrl-: he emerges 'I:tlear:,--zyqd
from the bathroom in his manager’s office. “I just threw up

slower at the fnoment. “All ] ate today was that slice of pizza.
Feel good now, though.”
His manager exhales slowly in relief. Eminem has three club

crew (nine, including D Stretch Armstrong and Dennis the se-

| curity guard) ambles toward the elevator. Downstairs awaits

Eminem's parther in rap, Royce the 5'¢", who looks to be about
that and has seven people of his own in tow. Em hops into a gi-

| ant white limo as fellow honky Armstrong cops a rhyme from
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| ot frem ar] Far Fack Cloihing, for the
Big Pan in yom, What do youa think™

[t's getting late, and Em's daughter is
waiting for him, He has four days here az

home ta spend with her and her mother.,

The van winds back through Derrodr,
stapping at a modest home. Kim, a preroy
blonde, haps in halding Hailie, a groggy buz
smiley blwe-eyed beaury who immedianely
dives onte Em's lap and wraps her arms
aroarsd his necke. The van whisks off, Hailie
falls back to sleep, arad Emn rells Kim abour
the Mew York shows. Forty mimutes later,
thie van ruens into the rrsler park - moene of
avellage, ﬂiﬂ:.r = thar Em «alls bamie, “Afier
| pati m}- vl |I-rJ|, iy rr|r||{|1|lr mfd
back 1a Kansas Ea}-." he wayE, “1 tmok over
the paymends on ber erailer, bat °m mever
bhere,” Indeed, the eviction notice on the
daor is proal enmuegh, = Dan't worry. we took
care of that one,” Rosenkberg says as Em rips

| 5 all :nﬂw imsade,

The double-wide mohile home houses

| Em's possessions, which, after all the rob-

beries and the moving around, have been ac-
sgaired in the last six months, An autographed

| glossy af e that reads, “ T hanks for the sup-

pon, asshole™ {mirroring Shady’s amograph
in “My Mame 15"} is e a wall, as &5 the allbam
art from the Shady EP. Above the TV aretwa
shiors of Em ard Dee froams che viades shoost,
aleng with pierures of Hadlse, A small mack
balds Tl by 3Pae, Mase, Babyface, Luther
WVandross, Estbwere and ‘h'n.p A h.h:,-
certich For Mlalie sies im front of ehe T%, O a
wll reear rhae kitchen i a flhyer tithed “Come-
ezt for Paresins,” which lises dierctives
Like =0 weill give iy child space to graw,
drcam, succend amd sesretiomaes B3Il

Flailie senles down on the Aeor with a
stuffied polar bear ax Kim prepares her bed,
The couple are happy to see sach sther o=
night, bat semps like * ‘g7 Bonmie and Chyde”
make it clear that times are not always this
trancuil, Their relacionship has been volarile
= all the more so since cheir daughner's bish,
Arone point ted years ggo, when they were
on the ows and dming ocher people, Kim, ae-
cording to Emdrsemm, made 4t diffewl forhim
to see hiz deughiter and even thremened 10

file a resmaining erder. Em weose “Justthe z |

of Usz" om the Shady ET, va vell the rabe of o
Eanhier killivg his baby's enoaber amd cleanding
up the mess with the help of s dasghrer:
“Here, you wanna help Dada tie a rope

arosind this fock? Then we'll t5e @ te ber |

Em:lll:i-.'. then we'll rall e off the l;]iu:k‘."H'n:

sweirga, count af thone, i, twa, theee, weeld |

There poes. Mama, aTJ-uhling in the water’
Ma mare fighting with Dad, ne mare re=
straining order,"

The ariginal has a slightly different beac
and a bess monied production than = “g7
Bannie and Clyde,” the version on the In-
temscope albuam, bat on the Shady LB Hailie
chillingly plays berself (she is also on the al-
hum cover ard liner notes), *1 lied to Kim
andl told ber | was taking Hailie o Chuck
E. Cheese that day.” Em recalls. “But [ took
her ta the studio. When she found our |
used our daughter to write & song about
killing her, she Fucking blew. We had just
o1 back rogether for a conple of weeka

Then I played bew the song, and she bagged

the fuck aus.”

Eim declines to comment on char seng or
any of the others abowt her, including &
srack slared for Em's mext album called
Kim.” The song is che prelude 1o * gy Ban-
nie and Clyde.”™ with Em acring our the
screaming Aght that ends in murder. Em
his played ir for ber alveady gnd elatme thas
now she is rraly convinerd that be is inaane.
S1F | weas s, | wesald Buve san whea [ hesrd
this shyic,™ Dire saya =“Ir's over thse nop = the
whole song 4a him screaming. It pood,
thiough. Kim gives lim a comeepr™

Ern's Friemd Proaf s been arcund the
cazple from the beginning, “This is what |
brve abouat Em,™ he ways, “One time we
came hame and Kim had thrown all his
cloghes an rthe lown = which was, like, rwo
pairs of pants and some gym shoes. So we
stayed ar my grandmother’s, and Em's Hke,
‘I'm leaving hery I'm never going back.”
Mexn day. he's back with her. The love they
got i= =0 genuire, ir's ridiculows. He gonna
end up marrying her. Bur there’s always
genna be condlict there

Em says Hailie has beard his secord amd
lorves ir, bt he knows she's woo young sl to
get miuch more than the beas. “When she
gers old encugh, ' going 1o cxplam o e
brer,” Emn says. =1l let bher keerw tlaae Sam-
eny amd Duddy weren't petting alang o the
tiene, Mo al i was g betaken laerslly” He
shakea his head mefully, “Although at the
timme, | wanted 1o fucking do ie.” Em is the
fir o admit be's gor a bad temper, which he
has harnessed into a career, “My thoughes are
s facking evil when I'm writing shit.” he
says, “IF I'm mad & my girl, I'm gonna sio
derwry and write the most misogynisic fuck-
img rhyme inthe warld, It's not how [ feel in
general, it's how | feel at thas moment. Like,
say today, earlier, | might think something
like, "Coming through the airport sluggish,
walking on crueches, hit a pregnant back in
the stomach wirth buggage.” "

Slim Shady is Marshall Matlers® way of
taking resenge an e world, amd he's alse
i defense mechanmsmm. On the one hand, a
liot o Sliems gh:-d.}l'.l cartimanish fantasioe are
offemssve; on the other, t"-'.l'l"' better than
Mathers re-ercating the kind of abuse the
weerrld I:r.l.pn:l apem b while Fr:r-rins ug
“I deale wirh a kot of shit coming a3 Lot
of shir" he ssye. “When it like thar, vom
leare v Liwe d.r:,- Li d.l:!l. When all this |'|.;'P-'
pened. | took o deep breath, jase liloe, 1 dicl
ir." " The magnitude of what he's done in
such a short time doesn't seem to have
sunk in. Em hasn't sipped the babbly or
smvelled the roses - and if he allots time for
thar i the next few monchs, ic will have o
be ar the drive-throsgh. As for the fumuee,
he won't even wager a guess,

H1E he rermaing rhe same person thar
wilked into rhe studio with me thar frse
day, e will be fiscking larger than bichael
Jackson” says & confdenr Dee. " There ane
a lox of ifs and burs, bux my man, he's dops
and wery bumble.” As Em closes the doaor,
with Hailie™s Blanketr im khis hands, ke
lesokes brumible, & lieke vived and peetly Iu||-
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